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For Friends’ Review. 


A REVIEW OF A VISIT TO INDIANA AND 
KANSAS YEARLY MEETINGS. 


Should any incline to the: conclusion that the 
mission of the Society of Friends is at an end; that 
they are losing their identity, their distinguishing 
views are passing away ; the writer would recom. 
mend a visit to these two Yearly Meetings: Indiana 
the largest, and Kansas the youngest in the world, 
numbering 20,000 and 6000 each, respectively. 
The interest manifested by the attendance, by the 
harmonious labor in all the interests of the church 
and in the ministry were conspicuous through all 
the service of both méetings. A united front is pre- 
sented against immorality and vice in all its forms, 
though an honest difference of opinion and judg- 
ment prevails among Friends as among others, as tu 
the most wise and effectual means of suppressing in- 
temperance. Even in Kansas, where it was only rea- 
sonable to expect temperance people to stand as a 
unit, the same variety was apparent, some claiming 
the party who had given them the prohibition law 
was worthy of their confidence and support, while 
others considered the third party the only hope of 
Permanent success. It was especially cheering to 
Notice the oneness and harmony which so largely 
characterized the ministry of the gospel. A great 
Variety of terms and forms of expression was ap- 
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parent, some placing especial stress and importance 
upon one line of thought, or one phase of gospel 
truth, and some upon another, doubtless owing 
largely to the differing degrees of light and experi- 
ence of the speakers. 

Inspired writers themselves present similar variety, 
corresponding with advancing appreciation of the 
fullness of the blessing of Christ. Witness the 7th 
and 8th chapters of Romans by the same writer. 
Equally true and descriptive of the same truths, 
not conflicting, but descriptive of the degrees of 
light, of life and power, and the willingness and 
ability to appreciate and appropriate the blessing of 
the gospel. 

No two of the inspired writers use the same lan- 
guage to express their views, nor place the degrees 
of advancement in the divine life,in the same ’ 
line of connection ; yet the harmony and oneness 
of all characterize their presentation of gospel truth 
as a glorious whole. 

No one of them, alone, however well established 
in the faith or complete in their presentation of the 
truth, could so well or fully reveal the mysteries of 
the kingdom; could so successfully preach Christ 
and the riches of His grace to the salvation of so 
many souls. The differing and seemingly conflict- 
ing views that sometimes startle us are doubtless 
thus largely to be accounted for; rather than from 
any radical and real difference of doctrine or faith. 
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The banner because of the truth is still unfurled 
and displayed, the inscription thereon not a list of 
negatives, but of salvation through the blood of 
Christ and Holiness to the Lord. 

The absence and avoidance of hobbies and one- 
sided views was especially noticeable. The zeal, 
the life and power which characterized the minis- 
try, and the preponderance of young and middle- 
aged ministers, are cheering and hopeful features of 
both Yearly Meetings. 

The future of Kansas Yearly Meeting is especially 
promising. Scattered over that fertile and beautiful 
State, the rapid increase of meetings, both in 
number and size, already numbering twelve Quar- 
terly Meetings ; the report of the Evangelistic Com- 
mittee, of more than 600 conversions, about half 
of these received by request, and more than double 
this number by certificate; and more than all the 
evidence of the love of Christ constraining and re- 
straining, to devotion to His cause and the spread 
of His kingdom, furnished repeated proof that the 
mission of the church was never more needed and 
never more actively alive in its influence and power. 

Repeated reference was made and testimonies 
borne to the spirituality of this gospel dispensation, 
and the importance of our standing firm and united 
in maintaining the doctrines ever held by our 
branch of the church and increasingly recognized 
by the most enlightened and spiritually-minded of 
all denominations ; and earnest exhortations against 
any efforts to turn back to ‘‘ beggarly elements” 
and ordinances which Christ so emphatically ‘ ful- 
filled,” ‘* finished” and ** blotted out ;’”? His king- 
dom now consisting ‘‘not in meats or drinks, but 
in righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost.’’ 

The minute on this subject issued by the Repre- 
sentative Meeting of Indiana Yearly Meeting, and 
a similar one by Kansas Yearly Meeting, were ap- 
proved and adopted by both without a dissenting 
voice, except in the latter, two or three questioned 
the necessity of bringing the subject so prominently 
to notice by re-affirming our views, so well known 
and so often affirmed. Committees of five were 
appointed by each meeting to unite with those of 
other Yearly Meetings to form an American and 
Foreign Missionary Board. The proposed mission 
of Dr. Johnson in Africa and the great need of the 
enlightening, civilizing influence of the gospel there, 
as presented by him, awakened an interest in mis- 
sion work in many’‘minds. One of the most in- 
teresting sessions of Kansas Yearly Meeting was 
that when Joseph Cosand and his wife, took their 
seats on the platform and offered themselves as mis- 
sionaries to Japan, having been accepted by the 
Philadelphia Women’s Foreign Mission Associa- 
tion, taking leave of their many friends. Fanny 
Syter, a converted Catholic, was also at their side, 
offering herself for the work in Africa. Each ad- 
dressed the meeting in very earnest and feeling 
words, awakening very tender emotions, evinced 
by many tears and several prayers for their preser- 
vation and blessing upon them and the work be- 
fore them. , ° J. De Vout. 
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ELIZABETH FRY. 


e 


Extract from an Address by Gertrude W, Cart. 
land, at Friends’ School, Providence, R, |,, 
Ninth mo. 29th, 1885. 


The characteristics which Elizabeth Fry inherited 
from her Norman ancestry, through the Gurney 
family, were strongly marked, and other traits were 
as distinctly traceable to her maternal ancestors, 
the Barclays of Ury, who were also allied to the 
royal family of Stuart—the quickness and vigor of 
the Norman intellect blending with the moral 
courage and energy of the Scotch, and as these 
native gifts were brought under the sanctifying and 
regulating power of Divine grace, we behold in her 
a character of beautiful symmetry and strength, 
and are led to inquire with no ordinary interest 
what were the influences which tended to the de- 
velopment of such a life. 

The families of Gurney and Barclay had been 
prominent in the Society of Friends from an early 
period in its history, and John Gurney and David 
Barclay, faithfully adhering to their principles, did 
not escape the intolerant spirit of the 17th century. 
The former at different times suffered nearly three 
years’ imprisonment, and David Barclay, notwith 
standing his high social position, often had to en- 
dure many indignities, both he and his son Robert 
Barclay, the eminent scholar, and defender of the 
Christian doctrines of Friends, being often sub- 
jected to long and bitter imprisonment. When 
some of David Buarclay’s relatives expressed sur- 
prise that he, who as ‘‘ Laird of Ury’’ had been 
accustomed to so great a share of popular regard, 
could bear patiently and calmly so much of insult 
and contumely, he replied that he esteemed it a 
higher honor thus to be scorned for his religious 
belief than to enjoy the favor of those who formerly 
paid their court to him, which incident is thus set 
to verse in Whittier’s spirited ballad, ‘‘ Barclay of 
Ury:” 

“ Happier I, with loss of all, 
Hunted, outlawed, held in thrall, 
With few friends to greet me, 
Than when shrieve and squire were seen 
Riding out from Aberdeen, 
With bared heads to meet me.” 


The Gurneys, among those who followed Wil- 
liam the Conqueror to England, settled in the 
ancient city of Norwich, which continues to be the 
residence of some of their descendants, and here 
Elizabeth Gurney was born on the arst of Fifth 
month, 1780, being the third daughter of Johnand 
Catharine Bell Gurney. . . . 

But a dark shadow was soon to rest upon the 
family circle at Earlham. In the autumn of 1792, 


‘when Elizabeth Gurney was 12 years of age, her 


beloved mother was removed by death, leaving her 
afflicted husband with eleven children. With this 
sad change many new duties devolved upon Catha- 
rine, the eldest daughter, who soon evinced un- 
usual maturity of judgment, warm sympathy anda 
quiet firmness, which gave her a strong and abiding 
hold upon the affections and confidence of her 
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younger brothers and sisters, who readily yielded 
to the influence of her gentle and persuastve power, 

As early as her sixteenth year it became her 
practice to make a record of her daily engagements, 
and religious feelings and views ; and some of these 
first notes manifest her earnest yearnings for a 
spiritual experience more full and satisfying than 
she had yet attained, and for more worthy pursuits 
and recreations than she found among the gay and 


a better experience, and into better service, she 
learned that disobedience, even to the least of His 
requirements, tends to break communion with Him, 
to deaden the religious sensibilities, and to dwarf 
the spiritual growth. 

Thus true to her convictions, we soon find Eliza- 
beth Gurney occupying the time she had rescued 
from frivolous pursuits in helping the poor and 
neglected ones of her neighborhood, and in the 




























































































































































fashionable with whom she and several of her sisters | School _ which she gathered at Earlham from the 
f were freely mingling. In her seventeenth year she lowest classes, beginning with one little boy, and 
| thus gives expression to her feelings: “I find | gradually increasing to more than seventy scholars, 
e worldly company unprofitable ; it excites a false | we can but perceive the foreshadowing of what was 
4 stimulus, pride, vanity, jealousy and ambition; it | 80 largely to constitute her life-work. : 
q leads to think about dress and such trifles, and pro- In the year 1800, upon her marriage with Joseph 
, duces a love of admiration; and in regarding too | Fry, a merchant of London, she left the home of 
st much the opinions of others, we are too apt to her childhood for a residence in that city. Here, 
e- forget the monitor within,”’ amid new surroundings and new interests, while 
From these glimpses of her early social life we seeking to fulfill in a Christian spirit all the claims 
en may the better appreciate her difficulties and mental | Of domestic and social life, her sympathies were 
ly conflicts, as she felt constrained in the love of | warmly enlisted on behalf of the poor and afflicted 
id Christ to renounce many things which she had | in some of the most degraded portions of the city, 
id hitherto considered quite harmless and desirable. | Where she dispensed her charities with liberal but 
ry. Such was her tenderness of conscience, that she | careful hand. The school of Joseph Lancaster, for 
ee avoided familiar intercourse with those who would | the ragged children of Southwark, demanded much 
the be likely to dissipate her serious impressions, while | Of her attention, and her good judgment and wise 
en- eagerly embracing every opportunity to join her | Suggestions were often valuable assistance amid his 
ert friends in their religious meetings. Among the va- | many difficulties and embarrassments, enabling 
the rious guests entertained at Earlham, the cordial | him to mature and carry out the system of popular 
ub- hospitality of John Gurney and his family was fre- education now known as the British and Foreign 
hen quently extended to ministers of their own and | School Society. 
sure other denominations, and one of these, William Among her earliest religious impressions was a 
een Savery, a minister from America, appears to have | presentiment frequently revived, and becoming 
ard, been instrumental in strengthening her religious | more and more clear, that if faithful to her Lord 
sult aspirations. With his deep spiritual insight he un- | She might be called as a part of her mission to de- 
it a derstood her condition, and spoke to her most fitly | Clare unto others the glad tidings of. salvation 
ious and impressively, even predicting the important | through her crucified and risen Redeemer, but with 
erly work into which she would be led if faithful to the | her natural timidity, and shrinking from public 
s set requirements of her Lord. Shortly after this ac- | notice, it was not until the year 1809, beside the 
y of quaintance with Wm. Savery she spent several | grave of her beloved father, that she was enabled, 
weeks in London and vicinity, where amid the al- under a precious sense of her Saviour’s presence, 
lurements of fashionable society she indulged in | to open her lips in acknowledgment of His good- 
many things which her good sense could not ap- | Ness and mercy. From this time her voice was “ 
prove, and her quickened conscience entirely con- frequently heard in meetings for worship, and on "4 
demned, and returning to Earlham from the gay other occasions, and with so much power and unc- : 
scenes of the metropolis, she thus writes: ‘I was | tion, that two years later her ministry received the 
prepared to give up attending all public places of official approval of her own Society. which has al- 
Wil amusement, for I saw that they tended to promote | Ways practically recognized the principles that 
n the evil, and felt that I should not thus lend my en- spiritual gifts are conferred without distinction-of 
e the couragement to what I was sure was an injury, es- | SeX; and that through the qualification of the Holy 
| here pecially to those who acted’ in plays or sang in Spirit all may be called: to the sacred vocation of 
Fifth concerts.”’ ministers in the Church of Christ. While thus 
nand About this time it was noticed that her ornaments | appreciated and encouraged by her tellow-mem- 
were laid aside, she chose more quiet and’ incon- bers, many of other persuasions, also associated 
n the spicuous colors, ordered her dresses made more with her in benevolent work, testified to the sweet- 
1792; simply, and finally, realizing the waste of time | ness and efficacy of her ministrations. 4 
e, het which conformity to the constantly changing fash- Alive to the best interests of her own section of : 
ig her lons involved, she adopted the costume of the So- | the church, she made frequent visits to the meeting “4 
h this ciety of Friends, in which her pictures represent | in different parts of the United Kingdom, the ‘ : 
“atha- her. It was not that Elizabeth Gurney was verging | Channel Islands and the Continent, in which mis- f 
d un- upon asceticism that she attached so much importance | sionary service she had often the company of her 
and a to matters of this kind, but believing that her Di- | brother Joseph and sister Priscilla, both recognized 
biding vine Master, whom she loved and desired to serve, | ministers of the Gospel. 





was leading her through this path of self-denial into The year 1813 was an important era in the his- 
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tory of Elizabeth Fry, since it marks the beginning 
of her work in Newgate prison. During the last 
years of the previous century the devoted labors of 
John Howard had stirred the heart of the British 
nation, as he exposed the horrors of the existing 
system of prison discipline, and with the close of 
the Peninsular war the state of the prisons was 
again exciting increased attention. 

The condition of Newgate at the time that Eliza- 
beth Fry, accompanied by her sister Anna Buxton, 
made their first visit, has been thus described : 
‘*The female prisoners to the number of nearly 
300, besides numerous children, were confined in 
four rooms, comprising not more than 200 square 
yards, the tried and the untried together, misde- 
meanants and felons, without classification, and 
without employment. ‘Here in rags and filth, des- 
titute of sufficient clothing and without beds or 
bedding, they lived and slept and cooked. With 
the proceeds of their clamorous begging, when a 
. Stranger appeared among them, they purchased 
liquors from a regular supply in the prison, spirits 
were openly drunk and the ear was assailed by the 
most terrible language.” 

Although military sentinels were posted at the 
entrances, such was the prevailing lawlessness that 
even the Governor entered this portion of the 
prison with reluctance; and thinking it unsafe for 
two unprotected women to mingle with such a 
crowd, he offered them an escort which they de- 
clined. He then advised leaving their watches 
behind, lest they should be snatched from them. 
To this, also, they objected, believing that He who 
had called them to this service would be their sure 
protection. Into the midst of such a company 
Elizabeth Fry and her sister entered, and began 
with their quiet, loving ways to distribute articles 
of clothing and various little comforts, which so 
far won their confidence that they were prepared 
to listen attentively to a few words of advice, and 
when prayer was offered many of them wept, and 
a very solemn silence followed. Thus were the 
turbulent passions of these wretched beings subdued 
by the meekness and gentleness and reverent kindly 
ministries of these servants of Christ. But after 
several visits made at this time, the salutary effects 
of which were so apparent, nearly three years 
elapsed before Elizabeth Fry was able to resume 
them ; and it pleased Him, who often chooseth His 
servants in the furnace of affliction, that these 
years should be marked by many painful circum- 
stances—her own long and severe illness—the 
death of her brother, John Gurney, and of a favor- 
ite cousin, Joseph Gurney Bevan, and also the loss 
of her lovely little daughter Bessie ; and to these 
bereavements were added the reverses which her 
husband sustained in his business, which essentially 
curtailed her means for charitable purposes, and 
involved the necessity for considerable change in 
their domestic arrangements. 

Under these varied trials and engrossing cares 
she did not cease to feel deeply for the neglected 
inmates of the prisons, and the impression became 
more and more distinct that her Christian effort 
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must be largely directed to the reformation and 
help of the most depraved and miserable of her 


Own sex. 
(To be concluded.) 


OUR LONDON LETTER. 

Our dear Friend Isaac Sharp gave to the Meeting 
for Sufferings some very interesting particulars of 
a journey that he has just made to Norway and 
back, in order to attend the funeral of Endré Dahl, 
of Stavanger. We believe this makes the seventh 
occasion on which I. S. has visited that country, 
He arrived there just in time to take a last look at 
the calm and placid features of the dear departed 
one. The interment (which took place on the 
69th anniversary of E. Dahl’s birthday) was largely 
attended by sympathizing townspeople, and even a 
priest of the Lutheran State Church followed the 
remains all the way from the house to the burying. 
ground. What a striking contrast ;—that the same 
church which banned our Friend for marrying con- 
trary to its laws, more than forty years ago (and 
would have committed him and his young wife to 
prison), should now bless his memory by this open 
testimony of its respect and esteem! Thus a kind 
Providence often enables His servants to “live 
down” the calumnies and sufferings of their early 
lives, granting them even in this life an abundant 
recompense ! 

Readers of the announcements in the Friend 
may have observed that Gabriel Dobrashian, who 
is a member of our Society, and a native (we be- 
lieve) of Constantinople, where he has for several 
years conducted a valued medical mission, has 
lately married the daughter of an English Friend. 
He returned home with his bride a week ago, but 
had the unhappiness of finding, immediately on his 
arrival, that his beloved sister (one of the members 
of the small meeting of Friends in Constantinople) 
had just died rather suddenly on the day before. 

. The decease of the Earl of Shaftesbury has closed 
a life of nearly sixty years’ steady devotion to the 
cause of philanthropy, that is almost without a 
parallel among the class to which he belonged. 
‘¢ Love, Serve,” is the noble motto of the Ashley: 
Coopers, the family to which he belonged, and right 
well was it fulfilled in his life. By Lord Shaftes- 
bury benevolence, in its fullest acceptation, was 
ever regarded as a sacred duty. His career shows 
how much may be done without the aid of wealth 
or of great intellectual attainments, if there be 
only a loving, earnest purpose steadily pursued. 
As a nobleman he was far from being wealthy, yet 
nune the less was he one of nature’s true noblemen. 
Who can tell of what value the influence of such 4 
man has Veen in strengthening the ties that link 
together the aristocracy and the people? Lord 
Shaftesbury was, at no time, a strong ‘‘ party man, 
in the common acceptation of the term, and there 
have been times when it was a difficult matter to 
say to what party he belonged. As is well known, 
Lord Shaftesbury had strong religious convictions 
of the so-called Evangelical type, and it so hap- 
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pened that he exercised considerable indirect influ- 
ence upon the English Church during the long ad- 
ministration of his kinsman, Lord Palmerston. 
Whenever there were Bishops to be appointed, the 
Premier would ask him to make the nomination, 
rather than take upon himself the responsibility of 
aselection in matters of this kind, for which he 
felt himself by tastes and habits to be but little 
qualified. This was the origin of the expression, 
Lord Shaftesbury’s Bishops,’’ that was sometimes 
applied to a certain section of the Episcopal Bench. 
He may be said to have died in harness. ‘‘ Life’s 
work well and nobly done, he rests from his labors, 
and his works do follow him.”’ 
London, Tenth month 3d, 1885, 


PASTORAL SERVICE. 


To the Quarterly and Preparative Meetings of Min. 
isters and Elders of Indiana Yearly Meetings. 
Dear Friends: —The important subject of sys- 

tematic pastoral work in our meetings has been 

carefully considered by the meeting; and in order 
that this service may be efficiently performed, the 
following;Minute was adopted and the Clerk direct- 
ed to furnish copies to all of our Quarterly Meetings : 

A living Gospel ministry being a necessity to the 
church, we are united in recommending that ®ur 
Meetings of Ministers and Elders give atiention to 
the proper distribution of the ministers among their 
meetings ; so that those meetings in which there is 
no resident minister, may have one present as often 
aspracticable. We also urge upon them the great im- 
portance of giving special attention to shepherding 
and feeding the flock within their limits, by indi- 
vidual faithfulness, and by annually appointing 
committees to visit the members, laboring to en- 
courage and strengthen them, and as God may give 
ability, lead them into a deeper knowledge of Christ, 
upon whom they may sweetly feed, as the Shepherd 
and Bishop of their souls. 

We desire that the reports sent up to this meet- 
ing next year inform how far this has been done, 
and with what apparent results ; and that they give 
any other information that will show the spiritual 
condition of our membership. 

We further recommend that the members of this 


body familiarize themselves with the doctrinal 


writings of George Fox and others of our Society. 
_ Taken from the Minutes of Indiana Yearly Meet- 
ing of Ministers and Elders, held in Richmond, 
Indiana, from Ninth mo. 29th, to Tenth month sth, 
inclusive, 1885. | TimoTHy NicHOLsoNn, Clerk. 


For Friends’ Review. 


A NATIONAL FRIENDS’ MEETING. 


To all members of the Society of Friends : 


_In the hope of awakening’a new life in our So- 
ciety, we invite Friends to consider the important 
question of organizing a National Friends’ Meeting 
at Washington, D. C., where, in a population of 
200,000 it is estimated that we have over 4000 
persons who are either Friends or descendants of 
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Friends, and many of whom would prefer a live 
Friends’ meeting to the formal service of other 
churches. 

This National Meeting would bring to Washing- 
ton a rotation of ministers for occasional service 
and temporary evangelical work and might also 
soon settle here some preacher having the zeal of 
George Fox. By the united labor of these minis- 
ters in this neglected vineyard of the Lord, many 
of the sheep who have strayed from the Quaker 
fold might be recalled into the church of their 
birthright and thus make our National Meeting a 
new power at Washington. 

An annual meeting of Friends from all our 
widely scattered Yearly Meetings could very profit- 
ably assemble at the Capital as a General Meeting 
where all would have an equal voice, for the con- 
sideration and discussion of matters of general in- 
terest to our entire church, such as the best methods 
for evangelical work, Bible-schools, religious mis- 
sions, both home and foreign, temperance and 
other moral reforms, Indian policy and freedmen’s 
rights, and above all, measures for promoting in- 
ternational arbitration as a substitute for war. We 
can thus fulfill our heaven-born mission of leading 
and combining all the Christian churches in one 
grand, united and practical movement in favor of 
peace, by governmentaction and new treaties. These 
meetings would bring our members into more 
familiar intercourse and warmer sympathy, fellow- 
ship and love, and thus afford stronger evidence of 
our true discipleship in the church of Christ. 

During the past fifty years, many Friends have 
seen the need of a National Meeting representing 
all our American Yearly Meetings, with authority 
corresponding to that of the Presbyterian General 
Assembly, or the Methodist Conference. Such Na- 
tional Meeting would unify and harmonize Friends’ 
church and prevent future schisms. 

At Washington Friends have no meeting-house 
and only an indulged meeting held on First-day 
morning in a hired room, which is mostly used for 
other purposes. The attendance here is often less 
than a dozen, though 40 or more may assemble 
when an expected minister is announced. A suit- 
able meeting-house can now be bought for $10,000, 
if the payment be made before the expiration of 
1885. With such a house and a Bible-school for 
children, and also a social circle to welcome 
Friends, our National Meeting would doubtless 
soon become active and flourishing. Thus our 
divinely lighted candle would be set upon the na- 
tional dome as a lofty candlestick, to give light to 
the wide country and the world. 

Many Friends come. to Washington to reside 
temporarily—some in the employment of the govern- 
ment, some to see our lions, domestic and foreign, 
and some for social, literary, scientific and other 
metropolitan privileges. These are disappointed 
not to find a meeting-house having the dignity and 
comfort to which they have been accustomed. 

Baltimore Friends usually pay the rent of our 
meeting-room because those who attend our meet- 
ing are dependent upon their monthly earnings to 





198 THE FRIENDS’ 


meet their family expenses. But Baltimore, being 
already burdened with her own missions, cannot 
afford to build a meeting-house worthy of our entire 
cuurch. 

Therefore, while the local meeting must continue 
under the direction of Baltimore, all our Yearly 
Meetings should unite to raise funds and build a 
national meeting-house. 

Some years ago Indiana Yearly Meeting offered 
to give $500 toward a meeting-house in Washing- 
ton, but other Yearly Meetings failed to offer their 

* quota, and the matter sleeps. 

We now propose to raise a fund by voluntary 
subscription. In all Great Britain and the United 
States, are there not ten liberal Friends who will 
each give $1000? If not, how many and who will 
make such donations? Have we roo members who 
will give $100 each? 

Nathan G. Swift, of Millbrook, N. Y., proposes 
that our Monthly Meeting correspondents canvass 
their respective meetings, soliciting a small sum 
from every member, and he promises to obtain the 
proportionate quota for Nine Partners meeting. 
Now will other correspondents volunteer the like 
service or appoint their substitutes and go to work 
immediately? Let each correspondent and liberal 
donor deposit the money in bank until a sufficient 
fund is raised; and every week report success to 
the writer who will collate the same ‘for Friends’ 
Review and other papers. When the fund is raised 
some arrangement must be made for Trustees to 
examine the property and decide as to the propriety 
of the proposed purchase. 

DANIEL BREED. 

Washington, D. C., Ninth mo. 7th, 1885. 

(Note: Will other papers copy, so that seeds of 
thought may be scattered over much good ground 
and bring abundant harvest ?) 


Abridged from the Christian Union. 
THE LAKE MOHONK CONFERENCE. 


The third annual meeting of the Lake Mohonk 
Conference was held on the invitation of Albert K. 
Smiley, October 6th, 7th, and 8th. As last year, 
the mornings were devoted to business, the after- 
noons to walks and rides, and the evenings to pa- 
pers and addresses The nuniber was about the 
same as last year, though some important members 
were greatly missed. There were fewer trom the 
field, and consequently less direct information as 
to the operation of the schools, agencies, &c., than 
last year; and more time was devoted to a discus- 
sion of principles and methods. 

The final action of the Conference was embodied 
in the following preamble and resolutions, which 
were unanimously passed : 

The Indian question can never be settled except 
on principles of justice and equal rights, In its settle- 
ment all ‘property rights of the Indians should be 
sacredly guarded and all obligations should be faith- 
fully fulfilled. Keeping this steadily in view, the 
object of all legislative and executive action here- 
after should be, not the isolation of the Indians, 
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but the abrogation of the Indian reservations as 
rapidly as possible ; the permitted diffusion of the 
Indians among the people, in order that they may 
become acquainted with civilized habits and modes 
of life; the ultimate discontinuance of annuities, so 
promotive of idleness and pauperism ; the subjec. 
tion of the Indians to the laws of the United States, 
and of the States and Territories where they may 
reside, and their protection by the same laws as 
those by which citizens are protected ; the opening 
of all the territory of the United States to their 
possible acquisition and to civilization; and the 
early admission of the Indians to American citi- 
zenship. These objects should be steadily kept in 
view, and pursued immediately, vigorously, and 
continuously. The measures we recommend for 
their accomplishment are the following : 


First.—The present system of Indian education 
should be enlarged, and a comprehensive plan should 
be adopted which shall place Indian children in 
schools, under compulsion, if necessary, and shall 
provide industrial education for a large proportion 
of them. The adult Indians should be brought 
under preparation for self support. To this end the 
free ration system should be discontinued as rapidly 
as possible, and a sufficient number of farmers and 
othey industrial teachers should be provided mean. 
time to teach them to earn their own living. 

Second.—Immediate measures should be taken to 
break up the system of holding all lands in com- 
mon, and each Indian family should receive a 
patent for a portion of land to be held in severalty, 
its amount to be dependent upon the number of 
members of ‘the family and the character of the 
land, whether adapted for cultivation or for grazing. 
This land should be inalienable for a period of 
twenty-five years. 

The Coke bill, as embodying this principle, has 
our earnest support, and is urged upon all friends 
of the Indians as the one practicable measure for 
securing these ends. 

Third.—All portions of the Indian reservations 
which are not so allotted should, after the Indians 
have selected and secured their lands, be purchased 
by the Government at a fair rate, and thrown open 
to settlement. 

Fourth.—The cash value of the lands thus pur- 
chased should be set aside by the Government for 
the Indians as a fund to be expended ag rapidly as 
can be wisely done for their benefit, especially their 
industrial advancement. 

Fifth.—In order to carry out the preceding 
recommendations, legal provision should be made 
for the necessary surveys of the reservations, and, 
wherever necessary, negotiations should be entered 
into for the modification of the present treaties, 
and these negotiations should be pressed in every 
honorable way until the consent of the Indians be 
obtained. 

Sixth.—Indians belonging to tribes which give 
up their reservations and accept allotments of land 
in severalty, and all Indians who abandon their 
tribal organization and adopt the habits and modes 
of civilized life, should be at once admitted to 
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citizenship of the United States, and become sub- 
ject to and entitled to the protection of the laws of 
the United States, and of the States and Territories 
where they reside. 

Seventh.—During the process of civilization some 
representative of the United States Government 
should be charged with the protection and instruc- 
tion of the Indians, but all such officers should be 
withdrawn as soon as the Indians are capable of 
self-support and self-protection. 

Eighth.—We are unalterably opposed to the re- 
moval of tribes of Indians from their established 
homes, and massing them together in one or more 
Territories, as injurious to the Indians and an im- 
pediment to their civilization. 3 

Ninth.—We thankfully recognize the growing 
interest taken by the legislative and the executive 
departments of our country in the welfare of the 
Indians, and the increased desire manifest among 
our people, West and East, to do them justice ; and 
our thanks are also due to the religious and philan- 
thropic organizations which have fostered this in- 
terest, and have supplemented the work of the 
Government by their missionary and educational 
labors. But we believe that what has been done in 
the past is but a beginning, and that both Govern- 
ment and individuals must do much more before 
the debt we owe to the Indians can be paid. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


THE NEsTORIAN Mission.—Fifty years ago, this 
was established in Persia. Its jubilee was cele- 
brated, during the past summer, by 1500 persons, 
on the College grounds at Urumiah. Great hos- 
tility to the mission exists amongst the Moslems in 
Persia. A writer in the /ndependent says: 

‘Still, we do’ believe the cause of our Lord 
Jesus is making some advance in face of the tre- 
mendous hindrances. Events occurring just at the 
close of our Jubilee services have an encouraging 
significance. 

‘ For weeks there has been no little excitement 
against the little company of Mussulmans who have 
privately embraced Christianity. Suspicion of their 
apostasy has long been rife, and brought upon 
them no small amount of obloquy. A Persian 
scribe, dismissed lately from our service, succeeded 
in bringing the excitement almost up to white heat 


by his startling charges against them. The whole’ 


town was agog on the subject. The names of the 
reported apostates were read out in the mosques, 
and denounced. There was special danger for the 
foremost man among the converts, of whom his 
enemies say, ‘it rains out of his very face that he 
isa Christian.’ The threats of assassination. against 
this good man led us to send him to a place of 
safety for a time during the month of Ramazan, 
when Moslem fanaticism is usually at- its height. 
But he did not stay long away. Emboldened, as 
he says, by a study of the thirty-seventh Psalm, he 
returned determined to brave the storm, be the 
consequences what they might. 

‘‘Meanwhile orders had come down from Tabriz 
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to the prince governor of Urumiah to summon the 
accused and investigate the charges. The summons 
were served on those of them in our employ just 
as our Jubilee assembly was dispersing. Anxiety 
for the steadfdStness- of the brethren in this critical 
hour, and for their lives, if they should boldly 
acknowlege their Christian faith, overshadowed our 
rejoicings over our successful festival. Prayetfully 
and tenderly we committed them to the God of all 
grace, to strengthen and defend them. Of Seid 
Agha, their leader, our leave taking was especially 
affecting ; for he seemed fully determined not to 
deny his Lord, and he fully realized the peril be- 
fore him. But the Lord had ordered their deliver- 
ance this time. The investigation proved a mere 
farce. Some of the questions asked the accused 
were simply ridiculous, and none of them de- 
manded an avowal or denial of Christ. It was 
plainly a device of the friendly governor to allay 
the popular ferment, and not bring any of our ser- 
vants into trouble. They were all courteously 
dismissed.” 

Tue Conco.—The Jndependent says: The Rev. 
George Grenfell, of the London Baptist Mission on 
the Congo, has made a trip, in the mission steamer, 
on the Upper Congo, which will add materially to 
our knowledge of the geography of Central Africa. 
He started from Stanley Pool with a small party, 
October 13th, and was gone five months. His 
turning. point was Stanley Falls, near the point 
where the Congo returns from its northern de- 
bouche to cross the equator to the south. He was 
accompanied by his wife and child, and by Dr. 
Sims, of the American Baptist Missionary Union, 
two-thirds of the way, besides the crew and several 
school-children. The party was in peril many 
times from rocks and storms, and from the savages. 
They were attacked a score of times with sticks, 
stones, spears and poisoned arrows; but managed 
to escape unhurt. In the course of the expedition, 
six hundred miles of water way, previously un- 
visited by white men, was explored. The most 
important discovery was that the Mobangi River, 
which enters the Congo from the north, nearly op- 
posite the Equatorial station, is the largest tributary 
of the great Congo water-course. He spent five 
weeks on it, and ascended it a distance of four hun- 
dred to four hundred and fifty miles. It is believed 
that the upper part of it is identical with the Welle 
River, which has been so long an African mystery. 
The banks of the Mobangi are very populous. He 
also explored, for some distance, the Ikelemba 
River, and visited Danda, a curious town. At 
Bangala, a hundred or a hundred and fifty miles 
above the mouth of the Mobangi, Mr. Grenfell 
came face to face with cannibalism. He says: 

«¢ At the time I commenced this journey I could 
scarcely bring myself to believe the terrible stories 
which reached me from time to time. Since coming 
first to the Congo the farther I traveled the farther 
cannibalism seemed to recede ; everybody had it to 
say that their neighbors on beyond were bad ; that ° 
they ‘ eat men,’ till I began to grow skeptical ; but 
here at Bangala L absolutely caught up with it, and 
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was obliged to allow what I had hoped to be able 
to maintain as ‘ not proven.’ I will not sicken you 
with the details of the preparation, as some of our 
boys gave them when they came to gell me, in the 

‘ hope that I should be able to interfere ; but, before 
they reached the steamer, the big drum’s dum-dum 
annognced the final act. Neither will I tell you of 
the horrible things they saw when they afterward 
returned to the scene. The natives could not, or 
at least appeared not to, understand why the white 
man and his people should take exception to their 
proceedings. ‘ Why,’ said they to one of our boys, 
‘do you interfere with us? We don’t trouble you 
when you kill your goats. We buy our Nyama 
(meat) and kill it; it is not your affair.’ Lieutenant 
Coquilhat has tried his utmost, and placed himself 
in no small difficulty by his attempts to put a stop 
to these customs ; but he says, and I quite realize 
it, that it cannot be done without fighting for it, 
and that to buy the intended victim would only be 
to give them the price which would purchase three 
others. From this point on the evidence of canni- 
balism were continually recurring, though the re- 
luctant manner in which at some places the people 
acknowledge being ‘ men eaters,’ leads us to hope 
that a sentiment against it already exists.” 


—_—_—_——-o- —___ 


OnE advantage gained by calamities is, to know 
how to sympathize with others in the like troubles. 
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WE MUCH REGRET having occasion to take direct 
issue upon any topic with the Christian Worker 
and Expositor. But an editorial statement occurs 
in its number for Tenth mo. 15th, just past, which 
differs so widely from what we believe to be the real 
position of the Society of Friends in regard to ordi- 
nances, that duty seems to require from us a plain 
expression against such a view. A few sentences 
will show what is thus referred to: 


‘* They,” that is, Friends, it is said by the Chris- 
tian Worker, ‘* have heretofore allowed, and would 
now permit, persons to remain in membership, and 
even to hold the place and prosecute their work as 
ministers, who, to satisfy a tender conscience, par- 
take of the ordinances, provided they do not prac- 
“ice and teach them. It is not an unusual thing for 
members to be baptized, and occasionally ministers 
have been, and their position and influence have 
hardly been disturbed thereby. Only when they 
have baptized others, or have been disposed to 
press their views upon the church, has serious com- 
plaint been made. It is not a question as to whether 
tolerance shall be a//owed, but shall it be indef- 
nitely increased? Shall a Friend be permitted not 
only to ease his own conscience, but to help form 
a conscience in favor of the ordinances in other 
people, and then to aid in satisfying it? Shall they 
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teach and administer the rites of baptism and the 
supper ? 

With unfeigned surprise that any one well ac. 
quainted with the late proceedings of our Yearly 
Meetings should make such a statement, we may 
best endeavor to correct it by once more recalling 
some of the recent authoritative ‘‘ reaffirmations” 
of what has been held in the Society, from the 
time of Fox, Barclay and Penn down to that of 
Grellet, Gurney and Pumphrey ; also from London 
to Australia, and from Maine to California. First 
in the series, the- present year, was the declaratory 
Minute of New York Yearly Meeting : 

‘¢ This Meeting has learned with deep, regret that 
several of those holding the position of ministers 
of the Gospel in one of the Yearly Meetings with 
which we correspond, have submitted themselves to 
the rite of water-baptism, and have partaken of the 
bread and wine in the so-called communion of the 
Lord’s supper, and that some of them are now com- 
mending and administering these outward rites to 
others. . . .This Meeting records its judgment for 
the guidance of its subordinate meetings that those 
holding or teaching a contrary doctrine cannot be 
received as acceptable ministers of the Society of 
Friends within the limits of New York Yearly 
Meeting.” — 

We have italicized a few words in the above quo- 
tation, to point out the difference between this and 
the position above mentioned as taken by the Chris- 
tian Worker. Thus is the subject dealt with in 
the Minute of Representatives, adopted in the last, 
and largest, of the Yearly Meetings so far reported 
upon, viz., Indiana Yearly Meeting : 

‘¢ Having learned with sorrow, that certain in- 
dividuals, holding the position of Ministers of the 
Gospel in one of the co-ordinate bodies of the So- 
ciety of Friends, have partaken of the rites of water- 
baptism and of the bread and wine in the so-called 
Communion of the Lord’s Supper, some of whom 
have administered these rites to others, . . . con- 
trary to the testimony which the Society of Friends 
has always maintained as to the spiritual nature of 
Christ’s kingdom, and to the Declaration of Faith 


-in our Book of Discipline, and to the united judg- 


ment of our Yearly Meeting in 1875, . . . . vi2.! 
‘ Therefore we believe it to be inconsistent for any 
one to be acknowledged or retained in the position 
of Minister or Elder among us who continues to 
participate in, or teach the necessity of the out- 
ward rite of Baptism or of the Supper.’ ; 
‘‘Now, in order to protect our membership 
from such influences and such teaching, the Repre- 
sentative Meeting of Indiana Yearly Meeting ad- 
vises all our Meetings to refuse to zeceive as ac 
ceptable Ministers of the Gospel, whether members 
of other Yearly Meetings or of our own, those 
teaching doctrines or practicing rites contrary to 
the above-mentioned ‘Declaration of Faith’ and 
Minute of the Yearly Meeting. The minutes or 
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certificates of such should not be read in our Meet- 
ings; nor should meetings be appointed for them 
in our meeting-houses, nor should they be en- 
couraged to labor within our borders. 

“In conclusion, we would commend to you the 
language of Paul to the Romans: ‘Now, I be- 
seech you, brethren, mark them which cause di- 
visions and offences, contrary to the doctrines ye 
have learned ; and avoid them. For they that are 
such, by good words and fair speeches 
deceive the hearts of the simple.’ ”’ 

Very far indeed, does such a testimony differ 

from the ‘‘ tolerance” of acceptance of ordinances 
by ministers, such as is asserted in the Christian 
Worker. Only by a fallacious misuse of words 
can any important distinction be drawn between 
‘partaking ’’ of the ordinances and ‘* practicing ”’ 
them. 
- At the session of Indiana Yearly Meeting in 
1875, above alluded to, a Minute was united with 
in the Meeting of Ministers and Elders, in which 
the expression ‘‘continues to’? did not exist. 
Those words were added during the consideration 
of the Minute for adoption by the Yearly Meeting, 
under the urgency of a visiting minister from Ohio 
Yearly Meeting; one whose influence was then 
stronger than because of erroneous views and 
teachings, it has, latterly become. 

We may add to these citations, one from the 
“Christian Doctrine’’ of the Society of Friends, 
as set forth in the Book of Discipline of London 
Yearly Meeting, adopted and published in 1883 
(Pp. 24): 

*¢Tt continues to be our settled conviction that, 
in establishing this ‘New Covenant,’ the Lord 
Jesus Christ did not design that there should be 
any rite or outward observance of permanent obli- 
gation in His Church. His teaching, as in His para 
bles, or as in His command to wash one another’s 
feet, was often in symbols; but it ought ever to be 
received in the light of His own emphatic declara- 
tion, ‘The words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life.’ 
tism with ‘ the Holy Ghost, and with fire.’ He is 
Himself ‘the bread of life.’ The eating of His 
body and the drinking of His blood is not an out- 
ward act. They truly partake of them who habitu- 
ally rest upon the sufferings and death of their 
Lord as their only hope, and to whom the in- 
dwelling Spirit gives of the fulness which is in 
Christ. It is this inward and spiritual partaking 
which is, as we believe, the true supper of the 


Lord.” 

After such a clear and emphatic declaration as 
this, we turn again, with a feeling of lamentation, 
to the following utterance, in the editorial columns 
of the Christian Worker : 

‘We are not so dogmatic as to say absolutely 


His baptism is the bap- |- 
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that the Friends’ position is right and the other one 
is wrong, but we do say that there are many strong, 
scriptural arguments for the Friends’ view—enough 
to bring the question upon the grounds described 
in Romans, fourteenth chapter; enough to leave 
ample grounds for an honest difference of opinion ; 
enough to justify all churches in leaving the ques- 
tion of individual partaking of the rites to one’s 
own conscience. 


‘¢ Friends are asked to be more tolerant on this 
question. Perhaps they ought to be.” 


Membership in the Society of Friends includes 
two things ; the social or civil right, which, wisely or 
unwisely, is perpetuated in families by inheritance ; 
and,—much more essential, but very often not 
attendant upon being brought up in birthright mem- 
bership,—unity of conviction, in regard to doctrines 
and principles, with the Society, as a church. Our 
birthright system complicates questions of agree- 
ment and difference, in regard to continuance of 
membership. Meetings have, however, repeatedly 
issued certificates of disunity of members because 
of their acceptance of the ordinances. Some meet- 
ings would, no doubt, do so still ; and it has been, 
until very lately, we believe, the general, if not 
universal expectation, that any one who so far dif- 
fers in conviction from the Society of Friends 
ought, in consistency, to resign his membership in it. 

In a late communication from the editor of this 
paper to the Christian Witness and Advocate of 
Bible Holiness, in regard to its editorial com- 
ments upon the recent action of the Yearly Meetings 
of Friends, an omission occurred, from a want of 
due reflection upon what might be inferred from 
the language used. It was said in that communi- 
cation, in reference to what we believe to be the 
present general practice in the Society, that ‘‘ mem- 
bers who are content to differ from the body on 
this subject, without preaching, meet with loving 
tolerance, or kindly persuasion,—not expulsion.”’ 
It should have been added, ‘‘ with the hope that 
farther experience may bring them to a better un- 
derstanding of the truth.’’ It was not meant to be 
said or implied, that any one can be in real unity 
with the Society of Friends, such as ought to exist 
for church membership, who does ndt see beyond 
the shadow-region of external ordinances. 

Since nearly all of the above remarks were sent 
to the press, the Christian Worker and Expositor 
for Tenth mo. 22d has come to hand, containing 
a more carefully considered editorial ; of which the 
following paragraph is the most important and 
satisfactory part: 


«We reaffirm, what we have uniformly stated 
heretofore, that we endorse and defend the views 
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held by Friends on the ordinances of water bap- 
tism and the Lord’s supper. We do not believe 
them commanded by Christ, or intended to be ob- 
served and perpetuated in the church. This view 
we think is held by nearly all Friends, not excepting 
Ohio Yearly Meeting. So generally satisfied are 
they, that we doubt whether two per cent. of our 
membership would partake of the ordinances were 
all restraint removed. We hear of no meeting 
where a greater proportion have done so.” 

We conclude with a re-assertion of our judgment, 
that if the testimony of Friends to the entirely non. 
sacramental spirituality of the dispensation of Christ 
should ever be abandoned by the Society as a body, 
there would not only be left no sufficient reason for 
its separate existence as a church, but its downfall 
: or disintegration would, by such a change, be 
made certain, speedy and complete. 


i ee 





Kansas YEARLY MEETING, as mentioned by 
Jonathan De Voll in a communicaticn upon an- 
other page, has united with the other Yearly Meet- 
ings in a renewed testimony to the spiriuality of the 
baptism and communion of Christ. The Minute 
of Kansas Yearly Meeting will appear in one of our 
future numbers. Its being thus adopted confirms 
the view, that continued silence at present in re- 
gard to this subject would have entailed much loss, 
if not disaster, upon the church. 






































WINSLOW.—In Limington, Me., Seventh mo. roth, 
1885, Phebe Winslow, in her 88th year ; a member and 
Elder of Limington Monthly Meeting. 


Meeting, aged 78 years. 


deep and tender through life. 
she united with the Friends’ church in 1850. 


Her public ‘testimonies were brief, clear and sound 


children. 


with sincere piety, gave power to her influence. 


her, reverently believed her “ faithful unto death.” 





SHEARMAN.—At Sidney, Me., Seventh mo. 25th, 
Sarah S, Shearman; an Elder of Sidney Monthly 


Her childhood and youth were spent in East Green- 
wich, R. I., the place of her birth, There in early 
womanhood she began her Christian life, which grew 
in strength and beauty through her remaining years, 
In 1840 she was married to James Shearman, of New 
Bedford, Mass., which was at that time her home. To 
her friends in these early homes, her attachment was 


In 1845 they removed to Sidney, Me., where her 
remaining years were spent. There, with her husband, 


and the fruits of the Spirit were manifest in rare and 
unselfish devotion to her family, where her loss is 
deeply felt by an aged husband and several foster- 


She was beloved by many far and near, to whom 
she was bound by the ties of kindred and friendship ; 
while herclear judgment and fine sense of right, united 


The SOrrows incident to a long life, together with 
many severe illnesses, were borne with Christian forti- 
tude, and those who most intimately knew and loved 
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NOTICE. 


TueE Christian people of Cincinnati represented by 
the Members of the Noon-day Prayer-Meeting Com. 
mittee of that city, send forth to the Christian world, 
a request for their prayers for Cincinnati, its ministers 
and people. Several Evangelists will occupy the field 
and supplement the work of the pastors during the 
coming fall and winter. Let every child of God breathe 
a prayer to heaven, for divine favor upon this city and 
its special work, 
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Was 1T So?—M. Mangasarian, in his farewell dis. 
course* to his congregation in Philadelphia, Tenth 
mo. 4th, 1885, said incidentally (alluding to promi. 
nent men who had differed on doctrinal points 
from current opinion) that the late Dean Stanley 
denied the resurrection of Christ. Cannot some of 
our readers, familiar with Stanley’s writings, inform 
us whether there is any basis (which we doubt) for 
such an assertion ?—£d. Friends’ Review. 
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LESSON VI 
THE STORY OF JONAH. 


Gotpen Text.—Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry 
against it. Jonah i. 2. 


Jonah is generally believed to be the earliest of 
the prophets whose writings remain to us. He was 
living about B. C. 800, and was contemporary with 
Jeroboam II.. king of Israel, the third king of the 
house of Jehu. The political condition of Israel at 
this time throws a good deal of light on Jonah’s 
history. The successes gained by Jehoash (II Ki. 
xiii. 25) had proved only temporary, and under 
his son, Jeroboam II., Israel was again reduced to 
a most distressing condition. II Ki. xiv. 26, 27. 
But the Lord once more had mercy on them, and 
Jonah was commissioned to prophesy deliverance. 
II Ki. xiv. 24. This is the first mention we have 
of him. His nation was in this critical position 
when the command came to him to arise and go to 
Nineveh, the powerful capital of the hostile empire 
of Assyria, an empire which had already, as the 
Assyrian inscriptions show, attacked Israel, and 
which was destined scarcely fifty years later to carry 
Jonah’s fellow countrymen into captivity. II Ki. 
xv. 29. He seems to have foreseen (Jonah iv. 8) 
that his mission would result in the sparing of this 
hated city, and under the circumstances we cannot 
wonder very much at his unwillingness to obey the 
Divine call. 

1. Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah, 
the son of Amittai. See Il Ki. xiv. 25. ‘ The 
prophet which was of Gath-Hepher.” Gath-Hepher 
is a town of Lower Galilee.—Smith. 

2. Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city. Nine- 
veh, on the banks of the Tigris, was at least 500 
miles from Jonah’s home. It is first mentioned in 
Gen. x. 11. ‘* The Assyrian Ninevites were of the 
same race as the Hebrews, and spoke a language 
very like the Hebrews.’’—Smith's Dict. of the 
Bible. For their wickedness is come up before me. 





Jonah i, 117, 
































































































*Printed in the Christian Union, Oct. 15th, 1885, p. 25. 
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See Nah. ili. 18, 19. Cf. Gen. iv. 10; vi. 13; 
xviii. 21; Ezra ix. 6; Rev. xviii. 5. 

3. But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish. 
Probably ‘Tartessus, a Phenician seaport in Spain. 
There is good reason to believe that there was at 
this time regular communication between this place 
and Palestine. Cf. Ps. Ixxii. 10; Jer. x. 9; Ezek. 
xxvii. 12. From the presence of the Lord. Sharing 
some of the notions of God common amongst the 
heathen around him, Jonalt seems to have thought 
that the prophetic inspiration of Jehovah was con- 
fined to Israel, and that by leaving the country he 
could escape from it. And went down to Joppa— 
the modern Jaffa, then the only seaport of im- 
portance in Palestine; about 50 miles from Jo- 
nah’s home in the hill country of Galilee. See 
Acts x. 5; If Chr. ii. 16; Ezra iii. 7. Notice the 
recurrence of the words ‘‘ went down ”’ twice in v. 
3 and again in v. 5. As has been said, ‘‘ The 
descent was both physical and spiritual.” He found 
a ship going to Tarshish. Probably a Phcenician 
ship. He paid the fare thereof. Men rarely spare 
expense in carrying out their own wishes. 

4. The Lord sent out (R. V. margin “ hurled ”’) 
a great wind into the sea. This is the first of the 


Lord’s dealings with Jonah. See also v. 17; ch. 
ii. 10; ch. iv. 6, 7,8. There was a mighty tempest 
in the sea. Probably what is called a ‘* Levanter.”’ 

5.. Cried every man to his god. The vessel 
being a Phoenician one, the crew were heathens, 
but probably from different places, since they had 


different gods. Cf. Ps. cvii. 24—28. They cast 
forth the wares that were in the ship. The mer- 
chandise. The narrative indicates that the ship 
acted as if she were waterlogged, or at any rate 
leaking. (Cf. Acts xxvi. 18). Hence the effort to 
lighten it. Jonah was gone down into the sides of 
the ship. KR. V. innermost parts of the ship ’”?— 
the back part of the cabin.—Crosby. And he lay 
and was fast asleep. No doubt overcome with 
fatigue from his hurried journey and mental distress. 

6. So the shipmaster came to him. Probably 
found him in the course of a search for the leak. 
What meanest thou, O sleeper? It seemed to the 
shipmaster incredible that any one should sleep in 
such peril, and it does still seem incredible that 
souls can slumber surrounded on all sides by danger. 
If so be that God will think upon us. Ps. xl. 17. 
To his mind, God’s thinking on them involved the 
idea of assistance.—Xez/. ‘The Lord was thinking 
of them ad/ the time. The tempest itself was of His 
sending. Cf. Is. xxvii. 3. 

7. Cf. Lev. xvi. 8; I Sam. x. 20; Acts i. 26. 

8. Tellus we pray thee for whose cause this evil 
is upon us. It is a testimony to the work of con- 
science that they attributed the storm to Divine 
displeasure ; but though the lot had fallen on Jonah, 
they showed wonderful fairness and kindness in 
their treatment of him. What ts thine occupation ? 
It might be something specially displeasing to the 
gods. Their questions must have gone right home 
to Jonah. Who indeed was he? A prophet fleeing 
from his business—a man coming from standing in: 
the presence of the Lord—a Hebrew, one of the 


DS’ REVIEW. 


203 


Lord’s own people, These heathen sailors con- 
demn him at every point. Through him they 
had lost their merchandise, and their lives were 
imperilled, yet they show more concern for his 
safety than he did for all the inhabitants of Nineveh. 

9g. J am an Hebrew, &c. Jonah was clearly 
convicted in his coriscience, and henceforth his 
conduct is noble and disinterested. Which hath 
made the sea and the dry land. They thought there 
were different gods, one for the sea, one for the 
land, &c. He proclaims the Supreme Jehovah, 
the Creator of all things. 

10. Zhen were the men exceedingly afraid and 
said unto him, Why hast thou done this? R. V. 
‘‘What is this that thou hast done?’ These 
heathens comprehended at once the awfulness of 
disobeying such a God. 

11. For the sea wrought and was tempestuous. 
R. V. For the sea grew more and more tempestu- 
ous. ‘* Was going and working.’’—Fausey. 

12. Take me up and cast me forth into the sea. 
‘¢ True repentance leads the penitent to accept the 
punishment of his iniquity.”” Lev. xxvi. 41—43 ; 
Ps. li. 34; 11 Sam. xxiv. 10, 14, 17; Lu. xxiii. 40, 41. 

13. LVevertheless the men rowed hard. “ Digged 
with the oars.’’ ‘‘ Brake through the waves.’’? They 
could not raw in good and orderly manner, but they 
desperately tugged at the oars, which the towering 
waves rendered useless. — Spurgeon. 

14. Therefore they cried unto the Lord. Their 
prayer was no longer to their own gods. Lay not 
upon us innocent blood. They were less foolhardy 
than the Jews. Matt. xxvii. 25. 

15. So they took up Jonah and cast him forth 
into the sea. ‘* And thus died Jonah, to them at 
least, thus died Jonah, a criminal pursued by justice, 
yet a repentant and righteous man, in death 
triumphing over death. Here would the mariner’s 
story end. But beneath the surface is deliverance, 
forgiveness, marvels of grace and prayer and love 
and joy and communion with God.” —JMartin. 

17. Now the Lord had prepared a great fish. Not 
a whale, but a shark or sea-dog. We have it on the 
authority of Conch, Darwin and others, that the 
formation of the jaws and throat renders: it easy for 
the white shark (sometimes 36 feet long) to swallow 
enormous objects, and that they not unfrequently 
cast up their prey whole and living. —Dr. Crosdy. 
Three days and three nights. The swallowing of 
Jonah by the fish may have been in the course of 
the ordinary working of divine providence. His 
preservation within it for so long a time plainly 
belongs to that other working of Almighty God 
which, though it be no less after the counsel of that 
will which is the highest and only law, appears to us 
extraordinary, and which we therefore call miracu- 
lous. 

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


1. The course of disobedience is downward. 
‘«They that observe lying vanities forsake their 
own mercy. Jonah ii. 8. 

2. See how the Lord went after His disobedient 
child by judgments sent in love to bring him back. 

3. A Christian who wilfully disobeys God is con- 
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demned by the very heathen. His whole moral 
standard is lowered, and he often acts more selfishly, 
more stupidly, more carelessly than those around 
him who know not God. 

4. Such disobedience must end in death. Jonah 
recognized his sin and accepted its consequences— 
and experienced by a miracle a resurrection unto 
life. Christ for the sins of others also accepted 
death and rose again victorious over the grave. 


———- —_ oom 





From The Philada. Pub Ledger. 
ASTRONOMICAL NOTES. 





HAVERFORD COLLEGE OssERVATORY, Ninth 
Month 30th, 1885.—The astronomical event which 
latterly has excited the most popular interest is the 
appearance and continuance of the supposed new 
star in the great Andromeda nebula. Since its 
discovery it has not changed very materially. 
For a few nights past it has seemed to be growing 
less bright as compared with some of its neighbors, 
without, however, losing its stellar character, and 
suspicions of other condensations in its neighbor. 
hood have occasionally been induced. 

Much loose writing has been indulged in as to 
the probability of its being a variable star, with a 
period of 314 years, and its being identical with 
the ‘‘ Star of Bethlehem ’’ of the days of Herod. 
For this there is absolutely no foundation. In 
1572 Tycho Brahé described a very bright star, 
which suddenly burst out and soon vanished almost 
entirely from sight. But this is usually considered 
to have been in Cassiopeia and not in Andromeda. 
All previous records of such stars in this locality, 
if they exist, are probably of very doubtful relia- 
bility.. There is nothing to encourage the view 
that we have ever seen this star till Harwig, a Ger- 
man astronomer, discovered it early in the present 
month. The star may have existed faintly and 
have only now come to light. Such a pherome- 
non would not be unprecedented. It is not neces- 
sary to consider it absolutely a new creation. 

On the evening of the 28th ult. the moon in its 
eastward course among the stars, moved across the 
group in Taurus, sometimes called the Hyades, 
and hid them from view [occultation], one by one. 
An occultation of a star is an interesting event. 
Were there any perceptible atmosphere to the 
moon, the star would show diminution of light, or 
flickering, or spectral changes as it approached the 
lunar limb. But as these stars, including the bright 
Aldebaran, came up to the moon, they were un- 
quenched and steady, so far as could be detected, 
and went out of sight instantaneously. There was 
nothing to suggest anything but the interception of 
a solid mass. 

During the coming month the mornings will be 
the times for the observations of the planets Mars, 
Jupiter and Saturn. Saturn gets up about ten o’clock 
in the evening, but cannot be seen to much advant- 
age before midnight. It is nearly over Orion’s 
head. Mars rises about twelve o’clock and Jupiter 
near four in the morning. They are all improving 








in positions in their orbits for observing, and rising 
nightly earlier. Venus is an evening star. 

Any one desiring to trace out the evening con. 
stellations may be assisted by the following descrip. 
tion which applies to nine o’clock in the evening 
at the present time. 

The Dipper is near the horizon in the northwest. 
It is moving in its diurnal motion eastward, the 
bowl foremost. The Little Bear extends out west. 
ward from Polaris, and* between the two Bears 
stretches-Draco. Following around the western 
horizon we come to the Northern Crown, a little 
semi-circle of stars. Half way up to the zenith 
from this is Lyra, its bright star being Vega. Still 
nearer the zenith is Cygnus, containing a cross, set 
with its long arm in the Milky Way. To the south 
of this is the little diamond of stars, ‘‘ Job's Cof- 
fin,’”’ in the Dolphin, and near by this in the Milky 
Way is the bright star Altair in Aquila. Nothing 
very conspicuous appears in the south till we get 
to the southeast, where we have the bright Fomal- 
haut in the Southern Fish. Nearly in the zenith is 
the Square of Pegasus. Andromeda adjoins this in 
the north. The Great Nebula, spoken of above, 
can be seen as a misty light just above Beta An- 
dromede. 

Cassiopeia joins Andromeda on the north. Its 
stars form a straggling W in the Milky Way. Ris- 
ing in the northeast is the bright Capella, in the 
constellation Auriga. Perseus joins Auriga and 
Cassiopeia. It contains two beautiful clusters and 
the curious variable star Algol. The Pleiades are 
rising in the east. To the southeast are Aries and 
Cetus, containing nothing very conspicuous. 

Those interested in astronomy will appreciate 
the bulky and solid looking volume just published 
by the U. S. Signal Service, containing the labor- 
ious and productive researches of Prof. Lahgley 
on solar-heat. No work has been published for 
some time which is more in the line of a new de- 
velopment in science than this. It causes a revo- 
lution in our ideas of the nature and effects of 
solar heat and light, and will make a place for its 
author among the leaders of science in his ~ 

[Although the date of the above description of 
constellations has now passed by, it will still be 
suggestive to untrained observers of the heavens. 
—E£d. Friends’ Review.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. ~ 


WHITE'S INSTITUTE, INDIANA, 


Our fall term of school opened Ninth mo, tst, with 
sixty Indian and eleven white pupils, all with good 
appetites for study, which are kept so by the manual 
labor required of them for half the time, They are 
divided into two nearly equal sections, the one at- 
tending before, the other after noon, 

School Superintendent B. S. Coppock, acting teacher 
for the more advanced grades during the summer and 
fall terms, has been most faithfully drilling his pupils 
in elocution with encouraging success, besides inter- 
esting them in what and how much they don’t know 
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of elementary principles and processes. The services 
of Sarah H. Webster, formerly a commendable teacher 
in the Government school at Pine Ridge, Dakota, have 
been secured for these grades during the: four months’ 
winter term of all day school, to commence Twelfth 
mo, Ist. Ida M. Roberts, in her pleasant room of the 
primaries, enjoys much more of life’s cheer than sor- 
row. There is earnest trying there; neat slate work 
and less timid efforts at English pronunciation, 

We dropped school one day, and all attended the 
Wabash County Fair, with more or less of profit and 
enjoyment, according to age, disposition, expectation 
or weight of care. Nine of the boys who go home 
next spring, having prudently saved up some of their 
allowance for clothing, were permitted to attend the 
State Fair. Their courteous bearing and intelligence 
won respectful notice. About forty of the family at- 
tended Wabash Quarterly Meeting with evident profit. 

Our late crop of slowly ripening melons has afforded 
memorable enjoyment. Road-grading, wood-cutting 
and hauling, clearing, stock féeding, corn cutting and 
sanilar work, have occupied much of the time. Wheat 
sowing, deferred on account of grasshoppers and 
crickets, was finished on the Ist inst., seventy acres in 
three and a half days, harrowing included. Now, 
over all, a fine rain comes, just as we need it. Our 
worthy colored man, Safe Alexander, with his division 
of boys, has made six hundred and fifty gallons of ex- 
cellent sorghum molasses, with an inexpensive fur- 
nace and pan, in a little over four weeks. The cane is 
now at its best, and all will be worked up before 
damaging, 

The Matron, always encompassed with opportuni- 
ties for doing something, has been the central figure 
in the kitchen during a fortnight’s absence of the cook. 
The assistant matron, with helping hand, directs the 
work of the laundry with a quiet dignity, borne as 
Re- 


well through fog and fume as tidy ironing time. 
becca Small, after a summer's absence, has this week 
resumed her old place in the sewing-room and in the 


hearts of her pupils, In addition to the “ceaseless 
round" of woman’s work and “small economies,” to- 
mato-canning, sweet corn drying and ‘catsup making, 
have been steadily pushed, and the rare, choice flower- 
ing and foliage plants have been potted and bulbs 
secured, for the heavy frosts have come to spoil those 
lovely things. 

We have been favored by the welcome calls and 
cheering words of many honored visitors, besides, on 
several occasions, by fitting services of clergymen of 
other denominations, 

At the annual meeting of the Trustees, on the 23d 
ult., our net capital, consisting of cash, notes, accounts 
and personal property of all kinds, was found to be 
$8809.66, having been increased by a net gain of 
$1196.75 the past year. Available assets were pro- 
duced, more than sufficient to pay all debts. Yet, for 
the most successful prosecution of the work we have 
in hand, we need more lodging room for the boys, a 
more ample carpenter shop, more shelter for hay and 
stock, a dairy barn and a permanent fund or cash sur- 
plus of, at least, $5000, While we work, we trust and 
pray that these things may be added in due time, for 
the Lord has been very gracious to us, 

In conclusion, we feel constrained to disclose the 
utmost desire we have, that these children may be 
saved, and ask, dear readers, your prayers. 


O. H. BALEs, Sup'’t. 
Wabash, Ind., Tenth mo, rsth, 1885. 


CurnTonpvALe, N. Y., Tenth mo, 18th, 1885. 
CORNWALL QUARTERLY MEETING, held at Milton, 
on the 14th, 15th and 16thinsts., was a favored season, 
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the spirit of harmony and love prevailing in the vari- 
ous sittings thereof, giving evidence of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence. Seasons of feasting at the communion 
table of the Lord, wherein was manifest the power of 
God in'prayer, testimony and hymns of praise, Several 
dear Friends from Poughkeepsie Monthly Meeting were 
very acceptably with us, and the interest of the meet- 
ing was greatly augmented by words of good cheer, 
which these were favored toimpart. Signsof spiritual 
growth in many are seen by greater readiness to sub- 
mit to the Lord’s forming hand, and to give up all and 
follow Him. Oh! that this may be the case with all 
of our members ; that Cornwall Quarterly Meeting may 
be a united body of earnest and consecrated workers 
for the salvation of souls. 


MEETING IN THE CITY OF SAN JOS&, CALIFORNIA. 

Whilst regretting the prominence given to the move- 
ments of Friends in this distant part of the land, 
through the medium of the Friends" Review and Friend, 
by recent communications in these journals, in which 
several inaccuracies occur, which might lead to a 
misapprehension and exert a prejudicial and disparag- 
ing influence in regard to the meeting held in the City 
of San José, by the older part of the Society here, I 
do not desire, neither shall attempt to enter into the 
causes or merits of the controversy that led to the 
division and laying down of the Monthly Meeting 
here, which will, perhaps, be more fully explained and 
presented in its true light as time and circumstances 
may develop. My present object is to impart some 
information for the benefit of any Friends who may 
feel an interest in the welfare and perpetuation of the 
old organization, which has continued to hold its meet- 
ings regularly on First and Fifth days, in the same 
hall occupied by Friends as a meeting before the 
division, They intend to occupy this hall until a more 
suitable place can be found,—or a new meeting-house 
built on the lot owned by Friends, and selected by the 
Trustees but a short time previous to the separation 
here ; although the hall is not what might be desired for 
the holding of a Friends’ meeting. Yet it is centrally 
located, on the corner of Second and San Fernando 
streets, in a very quiet nice building, in an orderly 
neighborhood, near to, and on one of the lines of street 
cars, and accessible at all times to strangers and others 
in the city. 

There are about 25 members belonging to this meet- 
ing—all of whom as far as known are in accord with 
Iowa Yearly Meeting ; a few of these who seldom at- 
tend,—and with members, attenders and strangers, 
about 20 to 25 persons old and young (sometimes 
more) usually sit down together on First-days, The 
meetings thus far have been held to good satisfaction, 
and strictly according to the order of Friends, There 
has been no attempt made to popularize, to obtain 
notoriety, to excite sympathy, to court the favor or 
flattery of the rich, the learned or the great (so-called) 
of this world, or any undue methods held out to in- 
duce old or young to attend these meetings ; and while 
there may be no array of numbers, of officers or talent 
to make the meetings appear impressive, the worship- 
pers we trust come together in a feeling of humble 
dependence upon God, of equality and harmony ; and 
although there is ofttimes but little ministerial service 
to please the outward ear, or a volume of words in- 
dulged in, we reverently and humbly believe the Lord 
owns the meeting by His good presence in the break- 
ing of bread and handing forth through His feeble 
instruments to the comforting and refreshing of many 
souls; and while there is much to mourn over and 
depress the thoughtful mind on many accounts, our 
compassionate and merciful Father gives to many of 
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His little ones thus gathered “ the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, and the garment of praise for the spirit of heavi- 
ness.” Blessed forever be His great and holy name! 
A Scripture School is also kept up at the rise of the 
meeting on First-days. 

The other meeting held without the limits of the City 
of San José, and about two and one-half miles there- 
from, being about two-thirds of the way distant, to- 
ward the town of Santa Clara, and in that township, 
might more properly be called Santa Clara Meeting. 

I may add that James Canney, one of the founders 
of, and for many years an Elder and Clerk of San 
José Monthly Meeting, will be glad to give any further 
information in regard to the meeting held in San José. 


J. 


San José, Cal., Tenth mo. 4th, 1885. 





THE ORDINANCES, 
VASSALBORO’, Mg.,,Tenth mo. 19th, 1885. 

Theodore L. Cuyler, writing of the missionary and 
evangelical workers that he found in London, says: 
“Friends make up in spirituality what they lack in 
numbers.” And yet it would almost appear by the 
agitation of the Society, upon the subject of the ordi- 
nances, that Quakerism, founded upon that spirituality 
which Christ promised to leave with the world, when 
He in person should be taken from it, is up for trial, 
as to whether its mission is fulfilled, or whether that 
Providence which called it into existence, as one of 
the branches of the church universal, with a mission of 
its own to perform, has further service for it, 

The evilence appears clear and the verdict em- 
phatic, as the testimony rolls in, not only from the So- 
ciety, but also from spiritually minded outside ob- 
servers, and is corroborated withal by the Spirit, that 
its end is not yet; that the Master hath need of our 
continued service in His great harvest field, that a 
large open door of usefulness is before us. 

Then let us be united as one man, strong in the 
Lord, in maintaining our principles, the doing of which 
cost, not only imprisonment, but also life, in some in- 
stances, in the early history of our Society. Let-us be 
united in strengthening, instead of changing the bounds 
of our heritage. And let us unite, shoulder to shoulder, 
with the other branches of the evangelical church, in 
pulling down,the strongholds of sin and Satan, and 
building up the Redeemer’s Kingdom, to the praise 
and glory of the great Head of the Church, led and 
directed by Him, through whom only victory can come, 
From the rise of our Society Friends have upheld to the 
world their testimony to the spirituality of Christ's bap- 
tism and communion, and the inconsistency of their out- 
ward ritual observance by us, as contradictory thereto, 
and lowering our spiritual standard ; and it is my. firm 
conviction, that just as soon as we begin to look away 
from Christ the substance to the outward, and outward 
observances, which are but emblems of the reality, we 
begin to savor of infidelity, the leaven of which will 
permeate society as place is allowed it. And, let me 
ask: If any Friend feels the necessity of the outward 
observance of the ordinances laid upon him, either to 
administer or partake of them, would it not be wise for 
him, first to ask his release of membership from the 
Society which has so long testified as above, instead 
of advocating their usage z# the Society, thereby stir- 
ring up opposing sentiments, which tend to divisions 
so lamentably to be deplored ? GEORGE TABER. 








Ir should be an indispensable rule of life, to 
limit our expenses fo our present condition ; and 
whatever may be our expectations, to live within 
the compass of what we actually possess. 


ITEMS. 


THE art of making luminous paint was very early 
known to the Chinese. The tradition is that the 
Emperor Tai Tsung, who flourished toward the end of 
the tenth century of the Christian era, was presented 
with a picture, which, at night, represented a cow 
lying down within a fence, while during the day the 
cow browsed outside. The explanation is, that the 
night picture was painted with a paste made of South 
Sea pearls, mixed with a pigment luminous at night, 
while the day picture was produced by powdered 
reef-stone. 


.AT the close of the American war with Mexicoa 
prize was offered by an institute in one of the rising 
settlements in the far West for an essay on the war, 
The successful essayist certainly deserves praise for 
the brevity of his production, which was as follows: 
“Chapter I, Cause of the War: Texas.” “Chapter 
II. Result of the War: Taxes,” 


A New Corton Gin.—Mr, Edward S. Morris, of 
Philadelphia, whose excellent work in and for Liberia, 
founding a school and mission, encouraging trade and 
commerce, we have heretofore noticed in our columns, 
has just made a new gift to the women of Liberia and 
Africa, by perfecting hand machines for ginning, spin- 
ning and weaving cotton, to supersede the clumsy 
apparatus hitherto in use. His new gin and loom, 
operated by two men, will do as much work in one 
day as twenty men can in six days by the native 
process. ; 

They will, doubtless, be as effective to “ astonish the 
natives" as was the first steamboat or telegraph, and 
are as real and timely a step in civilization, in the 
opening ot the “ Dark Continent.” 

The hand machines are adapted not only for use in 
Africa but in this country, making small producers in- 
dependent of distant manufactories, 

To the colored men and women of America, as 
well as of Afmca, Mr. Morris makes the offer to 
accept their raw material in exchange for the machines, 
The price of the cotton gin is $150, and of the loom, $25, 
For 5,000 lbs. of unginned cotton he will send the gin 
to any address, and for 6,000 lbs., both machines, with 
full directions for working them, and will pay the 
freight himself on cotton and machines from and to 
any port or railway station within the limits of the 


‘United States. His address is Edward S. Morris, No, 


4 Merrick Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mr. Morris is a well known friend of the colored 
race, and we take great pleasure in helping to make 
known to them his latest benevolent work in their 
interest.—Southern Workman. 


VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS IN CALIFORNIA.—At a date 
so recent as 1850, an eruption of ashes and lava was 
reported to have occurred in the northern part of Call- 
fornia, at Feather Lake, in Plumas County. It was 
noted at the time or soon after, by both Dr. Trask and 
Dr. Harkness, in communications to the California 
Academy of Sciences; the out-flow of lava and its 
effects were described. Captain Dutton, of the Geo 
logical Survey, has recently visited the scene of this 
eruption, and describes it in a late number of Sczence. 
He finds the vent now covered by a large cinder cone 
about 600 feet high, rising just above the western shore 
of the lake. The lake basin was about four or five 
miles long before the eruption, but the lava stream 
which flowed from the cone has nearly filled it up. 
This lava is hard and basaltic, and is over one hun- 
dred feet in thickness. The stream of lava is about 
three miles and a quarter in length and a mile in 
width. The cone is partly surrounded by this lava, 
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but is perfect in its form, and has a perfectly formed 
crater at the top. It is built up of scoria and vol- 
canic ashes, the outer layers being like coarse sand. 

Great quantities of fine lapilli are spread out over the 
adjoining country to a distance of two miles, The cone 
js not weatherworn, and is without vegetation except a 
bush of ceanothus, The finest trees for a distance of 
four or five hundred yards from the cone were all 
killed, and their charred and decaying trunks are still 
lying upon the ground, Captain Dutton thinks that 
the date of 1850, which has been assigned to this erup- 
tion, is correct, and that it is probably the latest vol- 
canic eruption which has taken place in the United 
States, The impression of recency is conveyed by 
every aspect of the cone, of the lava-flow, and of the 
country round about. This modern outflow of lava is 
situated about ten miles east-north-east of Larren's 
Peak, in a volcanic region covering probably twelve 
thousand square miles, of which this peak is the centre 
and culminating point.—/ndependent. 


PROHIBITIONISTS in Ohio claim 25,000 votes at the 
recent election; more than double the number cast 
for St. John last autumn. 

AT THE ANNUAL MEETING in Boston, Tenth month 
15th, of the Board of Commissioners of Foreign Mis- 
sions, Mark Hopkins was re-elected President of the 
Board, He is 83 years old, and this is the 25th year 
of his presidency. 

——————_+oo—_____—__ 


AFFLICTIONS, if we make a discreet use of them, 
are messengers of love from heaven to invite us 
thither. 


—— -.-——_ ewe — 


ADORN THE DOCTRINE. 


** Adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.’’Titus ii. 10, 


BY ELIZA CARROLL SNELL, 


The doctrine of the Lord—how pure it is! 
How good and fair to every candid mind 
That seeks its depths for truth! The glory-light 
Of the Eternal Father spreads it o’er ; 
And the effulgent brightness of the Son, 
Whose wondrous love pervades it thro’ and thro’, 
Nought else there is, in heaven or on earth, 
More perfect, more complete. Heaven's spotless 


sons, 
God’s angels, heard it with applauding praise, 
And prostrate, worshipped God, It issued forth 
Consummate, full of beauty, from the source 
Of every good and every perfect gift. 
O strange it is, that unto erring man 
It should be giv’n, this great work to adorn, 
And make more beautiful! Yet so it is: 
The doctrine of the Lord is made more fair 
By our weak lives, if we fulfil God’s word, * 
And love Him well. Th’ inspired Word speaks faith 
And bids man seek in every word and act 
The doctrine to adorn. . And glorying, 
That pow’r from God is given us for this, 
Soflet us strive; and living to His praise, 
Shine more and more unto the perfect day. 
Brookline, Mass. — Gospel in Ali Lands. 


THE FIRST TANGLE. 


Once, in an Eastern palace wide, 
A little child sat weaving ; 

So patiently her task she plied, 

The men and women at her side 
Flocked round her, almost grieving. 


“ How is it, little one,” they said, 
“You always work so cheerly ? 
You never seem to break your thread, 
Or snarl or tangle it, instead 
Of working smooth and clearly.” 


“Our weaving gets so worn and soiled, 
Our silk is frayed and broken ;i 

For all we've fretted, wept and toiled} 

We know the lovely pattern’s spoiled 
Before the King has spoken,” 


The little child looked in their eyes 
So full of care and trouble ; 
And pity chased the sweet surprise 
That filled her own, as sometimes flies 
The rainbow in a bubble. 


“TI only go and tell the King,” 
She said, abashed and meekly, 
“You know, He said, ‘ im everything —’” 
** Why, so do we!” they cried, “ we bring 
Him all our troubles weekly.” 


She turned her little head aside ; 
A moment let them wrangle ; 
« Ah, but,” she softly then replied, 
“T go and get the knot untied 
At the first little tangle !” 


O, little children—weavers all! 
Our broidery we spangle 
With many a tear that need not fall, 
It on our King we would but call 
At the first little tangle / 
ANNA F, BURNHAM, 2m the Congregationalist. 
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LIGHT AT EVENTIDE. 


The day has been dark and dreary— 
A day of wind and rain, 

With the sound of ghostly fingers 
Upon the window-pane ; 

And never a gleam of sunshine 
The cold gray sky has crossed, 

In this day of sad remembrance 
For what our lives have lost. 


Weary with vain regretting 
For things that could not be, 
Weary with counting over 
The graves in memory, 
I opened the Book of Comfort, 
And in its pages read 
What one of the grand old prophets 
In time of trouble said. 


I heard like a voice from heaven, 
The royal singer’s song 

Of faith in Eternal Goodness 
To triumph over wrong. 

The day may be wild with tempest, 
But in patient trust abide, 

And remember the sweet old promise 
Of light at the eventide. 


And lo! as I read the chapter 
So dear to the weary heart, 
I saw the clouds at sunset 
Like curtains swing apart, 
And it seemed like a glimpse of heaven, 
That touched my eyes like balm, 
As I sat in the sunset glory 
Repeating the sweet old Psalm. 
— Christian Union, 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE,—Advices from Europe 
are to the 27th inst, 

GREAT BriTa1In.—Louis Riel, the leader of the in- 
surrection of the half-breeds in Manitoba against the 
Dominion government, appealed to the Privy Council 
in London against the sentence of death passed on him 
by the Canadian courts; but the Council, after hearing 
the argument of his counsel, thought it unnecessary to 
hear the other side of the case, and dismissed the ap- 
peal. A committee has been formed for the purpose 
of obtaining a commutation of Riel’s sentence. A me- 
morial to the Queen is in preparation, and the com- 
mittee is arranging to hold a public meeting to urge 
the commutation. The Peace Arbitration Association 
has sent to the Queen a petition for commutation, 

The English Farmers’ Alliance has adopted a reso- 
lution declaring that to avert the ruin of the present 
race of farmers, land-owners must forthwith reduce the 
rents of farms, andthe Government must formulate a 
measure which will prevent the raising the rents on 
the improvements of tenants, 

Sir Charles Dilke, in speaking in London, said that 
while the Liberals favored unity between the colonies 
and the mother country, they did not agree with the 
principles of federation, which they thought would not 
work. They believed that a separate army for the 
colonies would be better than the present system. 

Discourses against disestablishment were delivered 
by clergymen of the Church of England throughout 
the country on the 25th inst. 

IRELAND.—The loyalists are forming a Patriotic 
Union, in opposition to the National League, with 
branches in the different counties, The Union has 
issued a long manifesto, denouncing the National 
League as having for five years embittered Irish home 
life, coerced individual liberty, extorted hard-earned 
money from the people, and permitted the perpetra- 
tion of outrages, It appeals to the people to assert 
their independence of the League, and maintain the 
integrity of the empire. 

FRANCE.—The Ministry is uncertain about its ability 
to command a majority in the new Chamber of Depu- 
ties, as serious division in the Republican ranks is 
threatened. The Republicans united to carry the dis- 
tricts where second ballots were required, but now 
each faction insists upon its own programme. Presi- 
dent Grévy has accepted the resignations of the Minis- 
ters of Agriculture and Commerce, who failed of re- 
election tothe Chamber of Deputies. 

The returns of the election of the 18th show that 
the new Chamber will contain 391 Republicans and 
205 Conservatives, while in the last Chamber the 
numbers were 462 Republicans and 95 Conservatives, 

SWITZERLAND.—A train on the railway ascending 
the Rigi mountain fell into a ravine on the 21st inst. 
— was killed and twenty-five dreadfully in- 
jured. 

It is stated that two-thirds of the nation have voted 
in favor of cantonal local option. Many citizens 
abstained from voting on the question, 

DENMARK.—An attempt was made by a youth, on 
the 21st inst., to assassinate the Premier, Estrup. Two 
shots were fired from a revolver, but missed the mark. 
The motive for the attempt was political, The Lands- 
thing or Upper House of Parliament, has unanimously 
endorsed the policy of the Premier; while the Folks- 
thing or Lower House, bitterly opposes him, and re- 


fuses to vote the budget. The Landsthing consists of” 


66 members, of whom 12 are nominated for life by the 
King, and the rest elected indirectly by the people 
for aterm of eight years, The Folksthing has 102 
members, elected by universal suffrage for three years, 


SPAIN.—The populace of Madrid are said to be in. 
censed at the reticence of the Government respecting 
the negotiations on the Caroline Islands, and fears are 
entertained of a fresh outbreak. The German Lega. 
tion is carefully guarded to prevent a repetition of 
outrages. 

TURKEY AND BULGARIA.—The Porte, on the 224 
inst., issued a circular inviting the Powers to a confer. 
ence at Constantinople exclusively for the object of 
settling the Roumelian difficulty. All the Powers ac. 
cepted the invitation, and it was thought that the con. 
ference would probably meet onthe 28th. The Empe. 
ror of Austria, onthe 24th, made a speech at the meeting 
of the Delegations, a parliament composedof 120 mem. 
bers, half of whom are chosen by Austria and half by 
Hungary, the jurisdiction of which is limited to for. 
eign affairs and war. The Emperor said that Austria's 
relations with Russia and Germany, as shown by the 
recent meeting of the Emperors at Kremsier, are most 
friendly, an important fact, he said, for the peace of 
Europe at this juncture. The Powers who join Austria 
will maintain the legal status of the Balkan States 
guaranteed by the treaties of Berlin and San Stefano, 
as a basis for securing peace in the future. Europe 
evinced her respect for these treaties by the confidence 
wherewith she gave the Balkan States independent 
political existence, ; 

It was reported that the English representative to 
the conference was instructed by his Government to 
make a motion in favor of maintaining the union of 
Bulgaria and Roumelia, and that the representatives 
of France and _ Italy were instructed to support the 
motion, King Milan of Servia has informed the 


Powers that he is willing to await the decision of the’ 


Conference. 

ITALyY.—The Pope recently wrote to the Mikado of 
Japan, thanking him for the protection he had afforded 
to missionariesin Japan. The Mikado replied, assuring 
the Pope that he will continue to protect the mission. 
aries, and announcing that he will send an embassy to 
the Vatican. 

InD1A.—Lord Dufferin, the Viceroy of India, has re- 
ceived orders from the English Government to dis- 
patch troops to Burmah, It is asserted that unless 
King Theebaw’s acceptance of the terms proposed by 
the Indian Government shall be received at Rangoon 
by the roth of Eleventh month, hostilities against 
Burmah will begin on the 11th, with the purpose of 
substituting another Prince and Regency for the 
present government of that country. 

DomEsTICc.—One of the heaviest gales remembered 
on Lake Superior raged there ‘last week. The wind 
for sixty hours, had a velocity of from 40 to 60 miles 
per hour, and was accompanied by snow. 

A meeting of 300 citizens of Stockton, Cal., on the 
22nd, adopted resolutions demanding the removal of 
“Chinatown” beyond the city limits, and pledged 
themselves to vote against nominees for city officers 
not pledged for such removal. 


FRIENDS’ OAK GROVE SEMINARY, 


VASSALBORO’, MAINE. 


Winter term opens the 24th of Eleventh mo. (Nov.) and con- 
tinues 12 weeks. Fits for college, for teaching or for business. 
Send for Catalogue. 

12-4 ’ CHAS. H. JONES, Principal. 


ASSAR COLLEGE, P: Bmoopet N.Y. 
V FOR THE LIBERAL EDUCATION F WOMEN 
with acomplete College Course, Schools of Painting an 
Music, Astronomical Observatory, Laboratory of Chem- 
istry and Physics, Cabinets of Natural History, a 
Museum of Art, a ae of 15,000 Volumes, ten 
Professors, twenty-three Teachers, and thoroughly 
equipped for its work. Students at present admitted to 
& preparatory course. Catalogues sent on ————- 

i RYLAND KENDBICK, D. D., dcting President. 
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